
H O W  T O  D I S A G R E E  W E L L

  Can you restate their position accurately1.
           in your own words?
    2.   Can you ask any clarifying questions?
    3.   Can you state what central questions 
           they are seeking to answer?   

A R E  T H E Y  L A C K I N G
I M P O R T A N T

I N F O R M A T I O N ?  

1.  Show them the information they
     neglected.
2.  Explain why this information     
      should not have been neglected.
3.  Explain how this information 
      impacts their argument.

A R E  T H E Y  A S S E R T I N G
S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  I S

I N C O R R E C T ?  

1.  Gently state what the false assertion is.
2.  Explain why this assertion is false.
3.  Explain how this false assertion impacts 
      the argument.
4.  Propose a correct position and how it
      leads to a different conclusion.

I S  T H E I R  A N A L Y S I S
I N C O M P L E T E ?  

1.  Commend the other’s argument 
      as being sound.
2.  State the problem they are trying
      to solve and describe why it isn’t 
      fully solved yet.
3.   Propose further implications, 
      details, applications, etc. that 
      would add to the current 
      analysis.

D I D  T H E Y  M A K E  A  
 L O G I C A L  F A L L A C Y ?  

1.  Did they make a non sequitur 
     (an assertion that doesn’t follow 
      from a previous assertion)?

2.  Did they make two separate 
      statements that contradict 
      each other?

1.  Point out which assertion does not follow 
     from the previous one.
2.  Explain the effect this has on the argument
      as a whole.
3.  Propose a logically sound progression.

1.   Point out which two statements are 
      contradictory.
2.   Explain why this impacts the conclusion.
3.   Explain what conclusion holding each 
       assertion separately produces.


